
COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE NETWORK 
Children, Family & Futures 

  
HIGH DESERT PARTNERSHIP FOR KIDS 

  
MINUTES 

  
September 13, 2004 

Desert Mountain Educational Service Center 
17800 Outer Highway 18 

Apple Valley, CA 
  
In Attendance: 

Arce-Lepe, Diana SB Reproductive Health  909-388-5700 
Barra, Shirley Voices of Indigenous People  760-240-5558 
Bean, Elizabeth Hesperia USD elizimport@yahoo.com 760-244-4411 
Beveridge, David New Technology Learning Ntlc02@charter.net 909-584-9564 
Beveridge, Donna New Technology Learning Ntcl01@charter.net 909-584-9564 
Bravo, Alexandra IEHP Bravo_a@iehp.org 909-890-2174 
Copeland, Brenda JESD bcopeland@jesd.sbcounty.gov  
Girard, Michele Public Health PALS mgirard@dph.sbcounty.gov 760-956-4414 
Hankton, Lucy Victorville Employment Resource lhankton@jesd.sbcounty.gov 760-955-3827 
Huff, Martha Children’s Health (Public Health) mhuff@dph.sbcounty.gov 909-387-3130 
Jaquish, Mary First 5 San Bernardino mjaquish@cfc.sbcounty.gov 909-386-7706 
Kelley, Marsha One 2 One Mentors Mdkelley121@aol.com 760-245-1997 
Mejia, Tanya SB Reproductive Health tmejia@dph.sbcounty.gov 909-388-5880 
Melanson, Susan Children’s Network smelanson@hss.sbcounty.gov 909-387-5394 
Mills, Frances DCS fmills@hss.sbcounty.gov 760-243-6761 
Nagel, Vici High Desert Comm. Coalitions info@highdesertcc.org 760-949-2930 
Norton, Cheryl St. John of God Health Care sighcs@aol.com 760-241-4917 
O’Brien, Vel Preschool Svcs. Dept. vobrien@psd.sbcounty.gov 760-241-7841 
Regalado, Melanie Preschool Family Resource Melanie_regalado@avusd.org 760-247-2052 
Rodriguez, Madeline Dept. of Children Services mrodriguez@hss.sbcounty.gov 760-243-6750 
Smith, Cathy Alpha Connection cathy@alphaconnection.org 760-247-7930 
Smith, Valerie Yucca Loma Family Center valerie_smith@avusd.org 760-240-5606 
Taylor, Sue Children’s Network staylor@hss.sbcounty.gov 909-387-4364 
Tracy, Kerry Hesperia USD Kerri.tracy@hesperia.k12.ca.us 760-244-4411 
Venardos, Donna Victor Valley Behavioral Health  760-955-1777 
Wallace, Sharon Perinatal Services Network slwallac@ahs.llumc.edu 909-558-3364 

  
  
 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
 
Self-Introductions were made.  
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2. Additions/Deletions to Agenda 
 

There were no additions or deletions to the agenda. 
  

3. Approval of Minutes 
 

Correction made to section 7, ‘Funding info will be on their website in the future’. 
The minutes were accepted with correction. 
 

4. Guest Speaker: Ron Griffin and Donna Beveridge on School Readiness 
Initiative and SB 1703 

 
• Please see handout for presentation information 
• Donna would like to invite more partners to join the High Desert school 

readiness group 
• Goal is to get books into the hands of parents and children 

 
5. Children’s Network Report – Susan Melanson 

 
• 18th Annual Children’s Network Conference Sept. 29 & 30, 2004 
• Register ASAP 

 
6. First 5 San Bernardino Report – Mary Jaquish 

 
• Starting a parenting support group 6 – 8 p.m. 
• Information on their website www.sanbernardinokids.org 
• Funding information provided in packet 
• RFA for Barstow area will hit website within the next week or so 

 
7. Roundtable/Discussion 

 
Shirley Barra of Voices of Indigenous People 

• Car wash fundraiser this weekend 
• Cash giveaway ($200, $300 and $500 prizes) 
• $10 per person 

 
Cheryl Norton of St. John of God Health Care Services 

• Intervention Hotline: 1-888-ADDICTS 
• October 20th Breakfast at Home Town Buffet 
• $10 per person 

 
 
 
 
Marsha Kelley of One 2 One Mentors 
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• Red Ribbon Free Concert on October 23 
• 11:00 to 2:00 pm 
• Dizzy Lilacs, clean alternative music 

 
Kathy Smith of Alpha Connection 

• Beautifying facilities and looking for donations 
• Cash or items, please call 760-247-7930 

 
Alexandra Bravo of Inland Empire Health Plan (IEHP) 

• Application for assistance by phone 
• 1400 spots available for children under 6 years 
• Only for children not eligible for Medi-Cal or Healthy Families. 
• 1-866-294-4347 

 
8. Next Meeting Date:  October 4, 2004   9:00 am 

Department of Children’s Services 
     15480 Ramona Avenue, Victorville 
   
  
  Respectfully Submitted, 

  
 Susan Taylor, Children’s Network 
 High Desert Partnership for Kids Recording Secretary 
  
 ST/lmm 
 


